A-E CONTRACTING BULLETIN 98-04, 6 MAY 1998
SUBJECT: DFARS Changes on A-E Selection

1. On 9 March 1998, Defense Acquisition Circular 91-13 changed DFARS 236.602
regarding A-E evaluation boards and selection approval. These changes were
proposed by HQUSACE and are shown at the bottom of the bulletin. Strike-through’s
denote deleted language and brackets denote new language. The primary effects of
the changes are discussed below.

2. 236.602-2(a). Deletes the requirement for separate approval of a preselection board
report (if a preselection board is held). The preselection board report can be included
with the selection board report and approved together, which will save several days.
The DFARS requirement that preselection boards be formally constituted was deleted
since FAR 36.602-2(a) already says evaluation board members “shall be appointed.”
Also, the DFARS requirement for a minimum of three members for a preselection board
- was deleted since there was no similar FAR or DFARS restriction for selection boards.
However, a minimum of three members is still recommended.

3. 236.602-2(a). Clarifies that the purpose of a preselection board is to identify firms
“that have a reasonable chance of being considered as most highly qualified by the
selection board.” The previous DFARS language, which required a preselection board
to prepare a “list of the maximum practicable number of qualified firms,” tended to
cause many marginally qualified firms to be passed on to the selection board. This new
DFARS policy has been the USACE policy for some time (see EFARS 36.602-2(S-

100)).

4. 236.602-4(a). Deletes the burdensome and confusing rules about “special approval”
of A-E selections for contracts over $500,000. The new rule simply requires approval
“at a level appropriate for the dollar value and nature of the proposed contract.”
Accordingly, we will soon revise the EFARS to eliminate the current monetary
restrictions on the delegation of A-E selection approval authority to districts. | will issue
a bulletin when the EFARS changes are effective.
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236.602 Selection of firms for architect-engineer contracts.



236.602-2 Evaluation boards.

etion-activit S eselection S [Preselectlon boards
may be used to identify to the selectlon board the qualified firms that have a reasonable
chance of being considered as most highly qualified by the selection board.]

[(a) The selection authority shail be at a level appropriate for the dollar value and
nature of the proposed contract.]

(c) A finding that some of the firms on the selection report are unqualified does not
preclude approval of the report, provided that a minimum of three [most highly qualified
Jfirms remains. The reasons for finding a firm or firms unqualified must be recorded.



